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BRANDON’s
Being the first generation 

in my immediate family 
to attend university 

proved to be a very 
exciting and frightening 

time of my life. 

Brandon Hamilton, BA ’15, BEd ’17

STORY

I was a bit shy during my first week. I did not know anyone 
in my residence or in any of my classes. It wasn’t long 
before my neighbor offered to show me around campus. 
With that, I immediately began meeting new people in 
residence and classes. These strangers became my new 
family, many of whom I will keep in touch with for the rest 
of my life. 

This family encouraged me to get involved, something I had 
never thought of before. In second year I was hired as the 
House President of my residence, leading new first-year 
students who faced similar challenges as I did when I first 
arrived. I eventually ran for Student Council and was elected 
to represent the Arts Department in my third year, and went 
on to be elected as President of the StFX Students’ Union and 
Students Nova Scotia in my senior year. 

StFX University has transformed not only the way I look at 
the world around me, but also the way I look at myself. I 
would have never considered myself a “leader” if it were 
not for the experiences that StFX provided. The tight-knit 
residence, new friendships, and support from professors 
built a foundation for me to launch myself into new-found 
independence and engagement. They encouraged me to 
look at the world through a new lens, rather than accepting 
the status quo. The professors at StFX know your name and 
are there to support you when you need assistance. They 
involve students with their research, and spark passion as 
they teach.

I would recommend StFX to any student looking for  
a high quality, well-rounded, education experience.  
The Xaverian community welcomes you with open  
arms, provides you with a personalized academic 
experience, and develops skills and qualities you  
may not have even known existed.
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StFX UNIVERSITY PROVIDES MORE THAN THE VERY BEST 
EDUCATION. IT IS A LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE.
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Student clubs & societies on campus 100+

Global partnerships for study around the world 40

Students per class on average 34

First-year students who live on campus 90%
(approximately 50% of all students live on campus)

Helping students think critically #1

Ranked #1 undergraduate university in Canada 5x

Canada’s strongest alumni network #1

Students employed at StFX 1,170

Reputation with employers #2

Student satisfaction 93%

THE NUMBERS SAY IT ALL

Students rank for gaining skills needed for employment #1

Where professors know your name #1
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St. Francis Xavier University’s academic reputation is 
one of the best in Canada.
 
It’s because we emphasize our commitment to the highest 
academic standards through outstanding teaching, 
exceptional hands-on research experiences, and the very 
best in residential living. We also offer unique leadership 
opportunities, locally and around the world.
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Just wrapped up a great 
2-day camp @FluxLabX 
@stfxuniversity on advanced 
survey techniques for 
detection of gas leaks!

Dave Risk
@drisk_eh Following
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To teaching
At StFX, we employ full-time faculty, almost all with PhDs. 
Why is this so important? Consider this: you will learn 
directly from professors—accomplished scholars and 
experts in their subject fields, not teaching assistants.
 
It’s a fact that not all universities have full-time faculty 
to teach and interact with students. Our classes are 
small, led by dedicated faculty who will know you  
by name. 

To provide research opportunities
Student involvement in research is an integral and 
critical part of the student experience at StFX. You will 
participate in the thrill of exploration, and might just 
end up working alongside your professors, gaining 
valuable first-hand experience – work that will give 
you a competitive advantage after graduation.
 
If learning by doing is your thing, you will love the 
ability to perform hands-on research and have  
opportunities that other institutions typically only offer  
at the graduate level.

To you
At StFX, professors are there to support, mentor, and 
guide you along your path of discovery—they care 
about your success. It’s this attention and support 
that makes the StFX university experience so special, 
even transformational.

8 CHAPTER 1: TO LEARN

FACULTY 
COMMITMENT

We are a member of the Maple League – a group of prestigious universities 
comprising Acadia, Bishop’s, Mount Allison, and St. Francis Xavier. What we 
share is a unique style of learning – student-centred, hands-on, community- 
minded, supportive, and collaborative. It creates a university experience that’s 
truly extraordinary, and that makes all the difference.

A MEMBER OF THE MAPLE LEAGUE OF UNIVERSITIES
An extraordinary way of learning.



A degree in Arts will change the way you 
perceive and interpret the world around you. 
Students in Arts gain the confidence and 
integrity to assume leadership roles and are 
inspired to become agents for change. 

If you want to understand human behaviour 
and culture, appreciate the visual arts, learn 
a language, value literature, your history, 
political system, economy, or if you want to 
question like Socrates, sing or make music, 
paint or write poetry, or know how the brain 
works, the Faculty of Arts is your choice.

order. After graduation, you can leverage 
your learning for further study, innovative 
research, and scientific leadership.

You’ll have a great career ahead of you with 
a degree from StFX. Become an engineer, a 
researcher, an analyst, a software developer, 
an educator, a manager, a leader, or choose 
from any one of a myriad other professions 
you’ll be prepared to embrace!

Scientific discovery is how we come to know 
and understand the natural and physical 
world. If you’re driven by inquiry and a 
desire for answers, this is your opportunity.

You’ll work with accomplished scientists 
in a collaborative environment of 
experimentation. You’ll have the chance 
to assist in faculty research of the highest 

Whether it’s delving into the world of 
international business, human resources, 
finance or accounting, the analytical 
and technical skills you will learn will 
take you there. 

Some students are driven by an entrepreneurial 
spirit, a desire to help businesses connect 
with customers, or the call to help shape the 
economic future of our world. Whatever your 
passion, there’s a pathway via the Gerald 
Schwartz School of Business, where students 
acquire skills essential for success in the 
knowledge economy.

Choose from a variety of hands-on learning 
internships and a strong co-op education 
option, where you’ll combine classroom 
activities with paid work experience.

A degree in Business means you have the 
drive and commitment to be a success. 

The StFX Faculty of Education is dedicated 
to molding those with a passion for teaching 
by combining theory and practice to 
prepare students for the classroom.

We make sure our students are job-ready 
by exposing them to a range of electives, 
from literacy to music to computers, and 
doing so in a personalized way.

Here, we make it our goal to produce 
educators who will play important roles  
in the lives of others. Our graduates 
become trailblazers who are dedicated  
to shaping the minds of the future.

ARTSP.12

SCIENCEP.14

EDUCATIONP.18

BUSINESSP.16
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The Importance of the Best Undergraduate Degree
StFX offers extensive programming options in arts, 
science, business and education. You’ll love the 
flexibility to follow your heart in the selection of courses 
as you find your distinct and unique route to success.

Already thinking ahead to professional or graduate 
studies? Or perhaps considering putting your 
degree to work soon after graduation? A degree 
from StFX provides the strongest foundation for 
continuing your pursuits—a step up in a highly 
competitive environment.

Although StFX is predominately an undergraduate 
university, many students stay after their undergrad to
further their studies in one of our graduate programs. 
For more information, please visit StFX.ca.

· Pre Medicine
· Pharmacy
· Veterinary Medicine
· International Business
· Architecture
· Physiotherapy/ 

Occupational Therapy
· Chiropractic
· Education
· Engineering

· Optometry
· Social Work
· Journalism
· Pre Law
· Criminology
· Nursing
· Graduate or  

Professional Studies
· Music
· Nutrition/Dietetics

LOOKING FOR A SPECIFIC PATHWAY?
A StFX degree is recognized as one of the best in 
Canada, preparing you for whatever your plans are. 
Some of the most popular are:

ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS
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Bachelor of Arts (4yrs) 
Aquatic Resources
Anthropology
Art History (minor only)
Catholic Studies
Celtic Studies
Computer Science
Development Studies
Economics
English
French
Health Studies Colloquium (1st year experience)
History
Humanities Colloquium (1st year experience)
Mathematics
Music
Philosophy
Political Science
Psychology
Public Policy and Governance
Religious Studies
Social Justice Colloquium (1st year experience)
Sociology
Spanish
Studio Art (minor only)
Women’s and Gender Studies

Bachelor of Arts in Human Kinetics (4yrs) 
Preparation for a variety of fields including 
health and fitness, sports-related media, 
coaching, education, sport history, sport 
philosophy, and sports psychology

Bachelor of Arts in Music (4yrs) 
Specialized study in jazz performance

Bachelor of Music (eligible after 2nd year) 
An honours degree including courses in 
composition, small and large ensemble 
arranging, and modern jazz styles

Diploma in Jazz Studies (2yrs) 
Diploma in commercial music
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INNOVATIVE, IMMERSIVE PROGRAMS
Health Studies Colloquium: An interdisciplinary  
opportunity for first-year students in both the Faculty of 
Arts and the Faculty of Science. The program explores 
psychological, biological and sociological perspectives 
on human health. Students will also complete a Service 
Learning assignment in partnership with a community 
organization that is directly involved in human health. 

Humanities Colloquium: An optional first-year pro-
gram in which students will learn from the greatest 
teachers—The Bible, the Qur’an, Plato, Sophocles, 
Aristotle, Virgil, St. Augustine, and many others.  
Students take Philosophy, English and Art History, 
taught collaboratively, as if they were a single course. 

Social Justice Colloquium: A first-year option in which 
Bachelor of Arts students are enrolled in dedicated 
sections of Anthropology, Global History and Women’s 
& Gender Studies. Students will explore the range of 
human experiences from our pre-human roots to the 
diversity of our present-day lives around the world 
and develop an understanding about how social 
change movements have influenced our society. Your 
classroom learning will be enriched with meaningful 
service work in the local area. 

Public Policy and Governance: A new four-year pro-
gram in the Faculty of Arts, with honours, major and 
minor degree options. Students gain insight and skills 
in public affairs, leadership, how and why govern-
ment decisions are made, and options for tackling a 
broad range of public issues, within local and global 
communities.



SCIENCE
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INNOVATIVE, IMMERSIVE PROGRAMS
Health Studies Colloquium: an interdisciplinary  
opportunity for first-year students in both the Faculty  
of Arts and the Faculty of Science. The program  
explores psychological, biological and sociological 
perspectives on human health. Students will also 
complete a Service Learning assignment in partner-
ship with a community organization that is directly 
involved in human health.
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Bachelor of Science (4yrs) 
Aquatic Resources
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Earth Sciences
Environmental Sciences
Health Studies Colloquium (1st year experience)
Mathematics
Physics
Psychology
Advanced major and honours options  
in Economics 

Bachelor of Science in Human Kinetics (4yrs) 
Degree in kinesiology with a minor in human 
nutrition, health sciences or in a single 
science; preparation for careers in health and 
fitness or advanced studies in biomechanics, 
motor control or exercise physiology, 
education, physiotherapy, athletic therapy,  
or medicine 

Bachelor of Science in Human Nutrition (4yrs) 
Preparation for careers in nutrition, dietetics, 
and food management; students may meet 
the requirements for the Integrated Dietetic 
Internship program

Bachelor of Science in Nursing (4yrs) 
Preparation for nursing in both urban centres 
and rural community settings 

Diploma in Engineering (2yrs) 
Disciplines are chemical, civil, electrical, 
environmental, industrial, materials, 
mechanical, and mineral resources; 
graduates can complete the Bachelor of 
Engineering degree at Dalhousie University  
or any engineering degree-granting  
institution outside the province



Bachelor of Business Administration (4yrs) 

Accounting
Enterprise Systems
Entrepreneurship
Finance
Management and Leadership 
Marketing
Joint honours in Business Administration  
and Economics

The Gerald Schwartz School of Business
Created with the support of one of 
Canada’s most prominent business 
leaders, you will love studying in the 
state-of-the-art Gerald Schwartz  
School of Business.

“I believe in the education model 
that StFX provides—the best in 

academics within a highly 
personalized environment. 

Students are immersed in an 
atmosphere rich in ideas, talents, 

desire to teach, and the ability 
to do research.”

Gerald Schwartz, Chairman,
President and CEO, Onex Corporation
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EDUCATION
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Bachelor of Education (2yrs)
Our graduates have a strong national and 
international reputation amongst school 
boards for being well versed in equity  
and diversity, professionalism, experiential 
learning, and are highly knowledgeable 
about public school curriculum. We 
offer a balanced on-campus and student 
teaching experience. StFX graduates have 
exceptionally high rates of employment 
and express a sentiment that they felt well 
prepared for their teaching assignments. 
Statistics show that 90 per cent of StFX’s 
last two graduating classes had a full-time 
position in their first year out, with more 
finding jobs after that. 

Programs 
Elementary Focus
Middle Years Focus
Secondary Focus

Specializations
Business
Computer Science 
Drama
English
Family Studies
French
Gaelic
Math

Mi’kmaw
Music
Physical Education
Sciences 
Social Studies
Spanish
Technology
Visual Art

The Faculty of Education also offers 
graduate and doctoral opportunities:
Master of Adult Education
Master of Education
PhD in Education



Over the course of the year StFX has been my home,
far, far, away from home. Moving into a foreign place
that uses a language I almost never spoke was 
overwhelming, but not for long. I moved into a residence
with 40 other young men and hardly understood what 
they said. But after a week, we became a big family.

Friends are a big part of my life here. Living in a small 
residence, I got to know not only the names and faces 
of my fellow housemates, but also who they are. They 
always encourage me to be who I am and to express it. I 
feel welcome and secure, and that creates a great study 
environment. 

With small classes and accessible professors, I am building 
a strong academic foundation. I can confidently say that all 
my professors know me and I frequently visit them in their 
office if I have any questions or just to seek advice.

Here, there is never any shortage of things to get involved 
in. There are many societies, ranging from sports to
even consciousness study. And, if you don’t find any that 
suit your interests, you are encouraged to create your own. 

At StFX, there are tons of opportunities. During the year 
I joined a few societies and made the most of it. Many 
of my friends work for the university in various jobs and 
there are lots of co-op and exchange programs. This past 
summer I did research for the physics department. I find it 
really helped me prepare for the years to come.

To me, StFX is the door to an endless world of
possibilities, a place to fully utilize my potential and
push my limits.
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I never saw the actual 
campus at all when I 

decided to come to StFX. 
I took a leap of faith, 

not knowing what was 
ahead. What I can say is 
that my experience here 
is heavy, too heavy not 

to share. 

Pheerawich Chitnelawong, 
Thailand, BSc ’19

PHEERAWICH’s
STORY
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 BECOMING 
A GLOBAL 
CITIZEN.

Your time at StFX will be a period of tremendous 
intellectual and personal growth. You will have 
experiences you haven’t yet imagined and leave as 
a citizen of the world, equipped with the skills to play 
a leadership role in developing and advancing an 
agenda of equality wherever you go. 

A Tradition of Reaching Out 
You’ll have plenty of opportunities for international 
pursuits. Through international internships, service 
learning experiences, international research 
partnerships, community outreach initiatives, and 
individual departmental agreements, our students 
and professors make meaningful contributions at 
home and abroad. Exchange programs and other 
international study possibilities can also be tailored 
to your own interests depending on your program 
and year of study. 

The Coady International Institute 
The world-renowned Coady International Institute is 
one of the most tangible expressions of the StFX spirit 
and commitment to social awareness and global 
participation.
 
A centre of excellence in community-based 
development since 1959, Coady International 
Institute was established as an extension of StFX’s 
tradition of service to society. In the past 50 years, 
more than 7,000 community and development 
leaders from 130 countries have graduated from the 
Coady Institute’s intensive professional development 
education programs.

BECOMING A GLOBAL CITIZEN
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candicebrigley
#Guatemala2015 #RepYourCoast #EastCoastLifeStyle #StFX
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StFX SERVICE LEARNING 
A leader in the innovative experiential learning 
field, StFX Service Learning takes students out of the 
classroom to work alongside community leaders in 
solving real-world challenges. Pioneered in Canada 
at StFX in 1996, the  program involves two learning 
streams: Course-based Service Learning has students 
working in the community on projects that are 
specifically tied to courses they are taking; Immersion 
Service Learning has students travelling internationally 
and within Canada to work with leaders within their 
communities. Most recently, students travelled to 
Guatemala, Belize, Grenada, Mexico, Cuba,  
and Ottawa.  

GLOBAL EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITIES 
Interested in immersing yourself in another culture 
while you complete your degree? StFX has partnerships 
with 40 universities around the world where you can 
do an exchange for one or two semesters in your 
third year. Locations include Argentina, Australia, 
Barbados, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, England, 
Finland, France, Germany, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, 
Mexico, Peru, Poland, Scotland, Thailand, Turkey, 
United States and Wales. 



SERVICES 
FOR STUDENTS

Advisors
In addition to academic advising, StFX has professional 
staff dedicated to serving the diverse members of the
university community:
· Aboriginal Student Advisor
· Advisor for Students of African Descent
· Chaplaincy
· Director of Internationalization
· LGBTQ Student Advisor
· Mature Student Advisor

Health & Counselling
Health professionals at the Health and Counselling 
Centre provide a student-centred approach to primary 
health care. Our collaborative care team is comprised 
of family physicians, registered nurses, a nurse practi-
tioner, counsellors and a psychologist, who also work in 
partnership with community-based health providers and 
resources. We provide a range of health services for 
StFX students, as well as individual and group counsel-
ling, and campus-wide wellness initiatives.

Centre for Accessible Learning
The StFX Accessible Learning team will help you 
achieve success by providing services tailored to your
academic program and experience.

eXcel Program
The eXcel program is available for students who wish to 
further develop and improve personal learning systems
in studying, critical thinking, and academic writing. Our 
trained staff will help you identify tips and techniques
best suited to your learning style.
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When you make a commitment to study and live in 
the StFX community, we make a commitment to be there 
to support your dreams and accomplishments. 

Need a tutor? Need confidential counselling and 
advice? We’re here for you. Looking to improve your 
writing and language skills? We have you covered. 

Think of us as your partners in success, your team 
of professionals dedicated to helping you when 
you need it. 

SUPPORTING YOUR SUCCESS 

“StFX boasts the highest retention 
and graduation rates in the 

province, and students report 
being very satisfied with 

their education.”

Globe and Mail’s 2015  
Canadian University Report
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TO LIVECHAPTER 2: TO LIVE
Almost half of StFX’s student population–and 90% of all 
first-year students–choose to live in residence, fueling our 
legendary sense of community and X-spirit.
 
What’s it like to live on Canada’s best residential campus? 
In a word, awesome. It’s a community in which students 
thrive with rich traditions, house loyalties, theatre, sporting 
events, concerts, and so much more to experience. 
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Last few days on this 
beautiful campus! Starting 
to get sad @stfxuniversity 
#stfx #lovemyuni

smallssom
2 weeks ago Following
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StFX residences include 
options for every personality 
and style. View your options 
now at stfx.ca/residence. 

SUPPORT IN RESIDENCE
Residence staff will work hard to ensure your
transition to StFX is a successful one. Trained
Residence Life Coordinators, Hall Directors,
and Residence Assistants are there to foster
a culture of respect and help you with any
challenge you may have. And the fact that they
are in each residence means there is always
someone close by to lend a hand.

DINING OPTIONS
Experience made-to-order dishes. Connect with 
friends. Look forward to your favourites, served 
fresh daily. Interact with guest chefs who 
prepare and demonstrate their specialties for 
you. Your biggest challenge will be choosing 
from the variety of interesting meal options. 
Eat in Morrison Hall, one of the most dramatic 
buildings on campus, or pop by one of the 
other university cafés for an intimate and 
relaxed dining experience.

briannajean143
Can honestly say I live in the best hall on campus
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It’s no wonder so many students who tour our 
campus decide to attend StFX.
 
StFX has invested more than $250 million over 
the last decade in student residences, academic 
buildings and classrooms, dining and athletic 
facilities—all designed to provide an unequalled 
student experience.
 
The result? Imagine strolling across a breathtaking 
campus on your way to a class that ignites your 
academic passion and creativity. Or going for 
a quick workout in a state-of-the-art facility. Or 
picture yourself getting ready to go for dinner at 
Morrison Hall, a favourite meeting place to catch 
up with friends about the day’s activities. Or stay 
in and make it a movie night in our beautifully 
finished student lounges.
 
Our facilities are second to none. 
You’ll love it here.

YOUR HOME ON CAMPUS

ROOM GUARANTEE  Rest easy knowing you have a  
room in residence secured for you. Every first-year student 
who applies for residence, confirms their residence offer, 
selects their meal plan and pays the $400 residence 
confirmation fee by June 1 is guaranteed a room in 
residence on campus.
 
In September 2016, newly renovated Mount Saint 
Bernard (MSB) residence reopened. With a deliberate 
focus on extending what’s learned in the classroom 
into residence life, MSB is available for all students 
interested in a unique academic experience. This 
residence is also home to students within StFX’s 
Colloquium programs, Education and Nursing.

 INSPIRING SPACES TO CALL YOUR OWN
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ATHLETICS & RECREATION

StFX students lead active lives. Whether you are 
seeking organized intramural sports and activities or 
individual plans for fitness and recreation, StFX has 
something for you.

Hike the highlands. Walk one of the many beaches. 
Stroll the beautiful campus or explore Antigonish.  
If you love the outdoors, you will only be limited by 
your imagination.

Prefer an indoor workout? Our modern fitness facilities 
will complement your healthy lifestyle. 

StFX has a rich athletic history with almost 100 
regional and national championships. Along with a 
winning tradition, we are committed to producing 
everyday champions who excel in the classroom, in 
competition, and in the community, with leadership 
and life skills that serve graduates well into the future.  

StFX provides you many opportunities to be active. 
Learn more at StFX.ca/active.
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Cole Grbavac, an honours student within 
StFX’s Gerald Schwartz School of Business 
and captain of the X-Men hockey team, 
was one of only eight student athletes in 
Canada recognized by his Excellency 
the Rt. Hon. David Johnston, Governor 
General of Canada, for his outstanding 
academic and athletic achievements.  

Photo courtesy of Mona Ghiz.
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kaleigh_jsmith
Applying to XPatrol was probably the best thing I ever did

ABORIGINAL STUDENTS @ X · ANTHROPOLOGY · AQUATIC RESOURCES SO-
CIETY · BEST BUDDIES · BIOLOGY SOCIETY · BLACK STUDENT SOCIETY · BUSI-
NESS SOCIETY · CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF FOODSERVICE PROFESSIONALS 
(CAFP) · CAPOEIRA · CATHOLICS @ X · CELTIC SOCIETY · CHEMISTRY SOCIETY 
· CHINESE STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION @ STFX · CINEMA POLITICA · CO-OP SO-
CIETY · COADY SOCIETY · CYCLING SOCIETY · DEVELOPMENT STUDIES SOCIETY 
· ECONOMICS SOCIETY · ENGLISH SOCIETY · ENTREPRENEURSHIP · ENVIRON-
MENTAL SCIENCE SOCIETY · FARIBAULT GEOLOGY CLUB · FREE THE CHILDREN 
· GDUP FITNESS · GENTLEMEN’S SOCIETY · GERMAN SOCIETY · GRADUATE 
STUDENT SOCIETY · HABITAT FOR HUMANITY · HUMAN KINETICS SOCIETY · 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS SOCIETY · INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY · INVEST-X · JUST 
4 KICKS · MATH/CS SOCIETY · MENTAL HEALTH CONNECTION SOCIETY · MOD-
EL UN · NURSING SOCIETY · NUTRITION SOCIETY · OXFAM · PHILOSOPHY · 
PHOTOGRAPHY · PHYSICS SOCIETY · POWER TO CHANGE SOCIETY · PRE-MED 
SOCIETY · PSYCHOLOGY SOCIETY · QUIDDITCH SOCIETY · RADIO DJ SOCIETY · 
RELAY FOR LIFE · RIGHT TO PLAY · ROAD HOCKEY SOCIETY · ROCK CLIMBING 
· ROTARACT CLUB · SALUTE SOCIETY · SCUBA-X · SERVICE LEARNING SOCIETY 
· SIFE STFX (STUDENTS IN FREE ENTERPRISE) · SKI AND SNOWBOARD · SO-
CIOLOGY · SOFTBALL · SPANISH SOCIETY · STFX FIELD HOCKEY · STFX IMPROV 
SOCIETY · STFX CHEERLEADING TEAM · STFX EDUCATION STUDENT’S SOCIETY 
· STFX EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY · STFX HISTORY SOCIETY · STFX KARATE · STFX 
NEW DEMOCRATS · STFX RED CROSS · SURFING SOCIETY · SWIM SOCIETY · TAE 
KWON DO SOCIETY · TOMS CAMPUS CLUB · ULTIMATE FRISBEE · VOLLEYBALL 
SOCIETY · WOMEN IN BUSINESS · WOMEN’S & GENDER STUDIES SOCIETY · 
WUSC · X WATERPOLO SOCIETY · X- MUSICIANS · X-BASEBALL · X-CAMPUS 
CONSERVATIVES · X-DEBATE · X-GAMING · X-JUDO · X-KNITTING SOCIETY · 
X-POSING LIFE · X-PRIDE · X-PROJECT · X-RINGETTE · X-RUNNING · X-SOCCER 
SOCIETY · X-TENDING HOPE · X-TREME DANCE · XAVIER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Embrace life beyond the classroom. The 
environment. Politics. Music. Dancing. 
Photography. Entrepreneurship. You name it, 
we’ve got it. With over 100 clubs and societies 
on campus, StFX offers something for every 
interest. Don’t see a society for you? Launch your 
own and leave your mark on the university!

Getting involved also means thinking and acting 
beyond our campus borders. Societies like 
Xtending Hope, Service Learning, and XPride 
invite students to take action, nurture leadership, 
engender service to the community, and 
enrich lives.

Find out more about getting involved, including 
the various clubs and societies at stfx.ca/societies.

CLUBS, SOCIETIES & CULTURE
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37LIVING IN ANTIGONISH

Students have been falling in love with scenic 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, since StFX was established 
over 163 years ago.

With live theatre, terrific food and excellent shops,  
all surrounded by warm, sandy beaches, hiking trails, 
and parks, you’ll quickly discover Antigonish is a cozy 
university town with big city flavour. There are many 
attractions, art galleries, and services in the town  
and surrounding area. Ski hills, the ocean, and urban 
centres are all easily accessible.

LIVING
IN ANTIGONISH
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TO LEADCHAPTER 3: TO LEAD
StFX is committed to educating and equipping leaders 
to create opportunities and embrace their responsibility 
to make a positive difference in the world.
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What a way to start convo-
cation weekend! Inducted 
into Presidents Circle of Young 
Alumni and talking with Brian 
Mulroney! #classof2015

L Sandre
@lsandre18 Following
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Free The Children and Me to We co-founder Craig Kielburger 
addresses a capacity crowd at StFX.

StFX is the exclusive university partner of We Day Atlantic, 

and is home to the annual StFX Me to We Leadership 

Camp, a week-long, one-of-a-kind leadership development 

experience for 75 students from across Canada and the 

United States. 
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McKenna Centre for Leadership
In 2011, StFX opened the McKenna Centre for 
Leadership. Called the ‘go-to place for leadership 
development in Canada,’ its purpose is to provide 
essential skill-building opportunities to students through 
direct exposure to visiting community and world 
leaders, and numerous guest scholars who bring 
informed global perspectives to today’s issues.
 
It’s a place of action, forming leaders who are 
effective, innovative and ethical. The McKenna 
Centre presents many activities throughout the year 
for students to participate, including
· The StFX Student Leaders’ Forum
· StFX Leadership Academy
· Leadership Summit @ X
· We Day @ X: StFX is the exclusive university 

partner of Craig Kielburger’s We Day movement
· Service Learning
· McKenna Centre Leaders in Residence Program
· McKenna Centre Visiting Lecturer Series

StFX is the proud home to several high school 
leadership conferences and camps, including the 
Nova Scotia Secondary Students’ Association’s 
(NSSSA) Provincial Conference and the annual 
StFX Me to We Leadership Camp—an exclusive, 
international leadership development experience in 
partnership with the Me to We Organization.

Renowned human rights leader  
and StFX honorary degree 
recipient Beatrice Mtetwa 
celebrates with her daughter 
at 2013 Spring Convocation.

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton 
gives the ‘X’ sign during his visit  
to help open StFX’s McKenna  
Centre for Leadership.
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StFX is renowned as a place that fosters leadership. 
From your first day, you will be encouraged to get 
involved and take on meaningful leadership roles, 
both on campus and beyond.

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO LEAD
DEVELOP YOUR SKILLS DIRECTLY FROM CAMPUS, 
COMMUNITY, AND GLOBAL LEADERS.

Wab Kinew, Aboriginal leader, journalist, 
politician and author recently shared 
his experiences with StFX students as 
part of the McKenna Centre Visiting 
Lecturer Series. 

Wab Kinew, CBC host, author and advocate
Craig Kielburger, co-founder of Free The Children, Me to We
The Rt. Honourable Brian Mulroney, Canada’s 18th Prime Minister  
and StFX alumnus
Bill Clinton, former President of the United States
Amanda Lindhout, New York Times best-selling author
Mark Tewksbury & Debbie Muir, Olympic Gold Medalist and Coach 
Beatrice Mtetwa, Global Human Rights Leader, Nobel Prize Laureate
Richard Peddie, former CEO, Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment
Charyl Galpin, Head of BMO Nesbitt Burns

True to its mission, The Frank McKenna Centre for Leadership is a 
beacon that attracts the very best leaders to the StFX campus for 
the benefit of our students. Recent visits include: 
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A TRUE SYMBOL OF LEADERSHIP, SUCCESS, 
EXCELLENCE, AND COMMUNITY.

The StFX X-Ring represents your unique journey from 
student to alumni. It’s a symbol of your achievements; 
a symbol that forever binds you to the Xaverian 
community. 

After convocation, you will officially join Canada’s 
strongest alumni network, a community of more than 
40,000 strong who proudly call StFX home. It’s a 
community that will be there to help and support you 
as you continue toward your next goal. So much so, 
the President of StFX’s Alumni Association famously 
challenges graduates to ‘test the network and discover 
the comfort and openness of the Xaverian family.’

Each year you’ll watch senior students earn their X-Rings 
on December 3, Feast Day of St. Francis Xavier. Soon, 
you too will participate in the X-Ring ceremony and join 
the generations of StFX graduates who came before you. 

THE POWER OF THE X-RING
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“...it has the power to 
open doors to jobs and 
relationships…”

As featured on the front 
page of the Globe and Mail,
July  3, 2013

CANADA’S 

STRONGEST
ALUMNI NETWORK



At StFX, they care about your success. Let’s just say I don’t 
believe that there is any other university in Canada where 
both the President and your soon-to-be favourite professor
personally greet you on your first day, reach out to you
via text with advice, and be there to congratulate you
on the day of graduation.
 
StFX is a place that will teach you how to become more 
open-minded and how to better society as a whole. At the 
end of my first year, my identical twin, womb-mate, and 
roommate, came ‘out’ to me. At that point in my life I had 
yet to encounter anyone close to me who was part of the
LGBTQ community. I was undoubtedly homophobic,
yet it was the StFX community that encouraged me
to become more empathetic. I matured into a more
unbiased human and in my third year, I helped bring
the Get REAL movement to Atlantic Canada with the
goal of unlearning homophobic language.
 
In my second year I was offered a position with the StFX 
Video Team. Before I knew it, I found myself both behind 
and in front of the camera - interviewing celebrities 
such as former Prime Minister Brian Mulroney and TV 
stars like Rick Mercer. I quickly began to understand 
that possibilities are endless at StFX. My passion for 
videography and marketing soon led me to co-founding 
my video production company, Mirror Image Media.
 
Inevitably, a smaller school creates a well-defined sense 
of community. You will be surrounded by people who 
will make you want to be better. For those who shy 
away from being involved, fear not. StFX will transform 
you into a person who craves opportunities. You will 
become immersed into a culture of balance, both with 
school and play. You will find purpose in your academic 
achievements, in the mix of work and play, but more 
importantly, you will find purpose in yourself. 
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When I reflect on my 
StFX experience, there 

are three things that 
stand out to me: passion, 
transformation, and the 

value of giving back. 

Meaghan Wright, BBA ’16

MEAGHAN’s
STORY

When I think about my time at StFX 
and think about the incoming class, the 

one word that comes to mind is envy.
 

I envy you for how quickly you will fall 
in love with the beautiful campus and 
the courses you will take. It’s not just a 
cliché. You will have small classes and 

professors who truly care about you.
 

I envy your opportunities to become 
involved, to become active in the com-

munity, to participate in societies, clubs 
and case competitions (just to name a 

very small few things).
 

I envy the memories you will make 
living in a house of your best friends. 

I envy you for being at the forefront of 
the next best four years of your life.

 
This is your chance. Embrace the  

opportunity. Choosing a university is 
one of the most important decisions you 
will make in your life. Take your time.  

Ask questions. And fall in love with 
StFX, just as I did.

45A LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE
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EXPERIENCECHAPTER 4: COME TO STFX
You have to visit StFX to truly believe it. The energy, 
spirit, beauty, and sophistication of our campus is 
compellingly rich. Contact us to find out more about 
your opportunities. We’d love to hear from you, and we 
promise you won’t be disappointed.
 

Ready to apply? We’re certain you won’t regret it. Applying 
to StFX is quick and easy. All the information you need is 
online: admissions requirements, tuition, scholarships, 
residence information, and much more.
Visit stfx.ca/apply to get started.

admit@stfx.ca   l   1.877.867.7839   l   @stfxuniversity
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Never loved a place 
more in my life. Can I 
stay here forever?? 
#stfx #goxgo

caitpb
8 months ago Following



EARLY FALL ADMISSIONS 
Students who have a Grade 11 average of 
80% or higher may be considered for Early Fall 
Admissions prior to their first set of Grade 12 
marks being available. Due to limited enrolment, 
a higher average may be required.

Applicants for Early Fall Admissions should include 
a set of transcripts showing final Grade 11 marks 
and a school-approved list of courses being taken 
in Grade 12, both semesters, along with all other 
application documentation.

Consideration of Early Fall Admissions applicants 
begins on October 15 and continues until January 
31. Applications received after January 31 
will be considered traditional applicants and no 
decision will be made until first term Grade 12 
marks are received. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
For high school graduates, minimum requirements 
include an average of 70% in Grade 12, with 
no mark less than 65% in each of the required 
subjects. Entrance to all programs is competitive 
and, as enrolment is limited, higher averages may 
be required. For details on requirements for specific 
programs, see General Admissions Requirements 
column or consult stfx.ca/apply/requirements.

International Baccalaureate (IB)
Students admitted to StFX with a score of 30  
or higher on the IB Diploma, and who have 
received a score of at least 5 on all higher level 
and standard level courses, will be granted up 
to 30 credits. Students who have completed IB 
courses but who do not possess the diploma 
may receive individual university course credit 
if they have achieved grades of 5, 6, or 7 in 
higher-level courses. A minimum score of 24 
is required for admission. 

Advanced Placement (AP)
The AP program is accepted for admission on 
the same basis as Grade 12 academic criteria. 
Students who have completed courses in the 
AP program may be granted transfer credit for 
individual AP courses for which a grade of 3 or 
higher has been achieved. 

Applicants from the British system of Education
All applicants must have completed English 
and four other academic courses with a 
minimum grade of B at the ordinary level. In 
addition, four General Certificate of Education 
(GCE) Advanced-Subsidiary level or two GCE 
advanced-level examinations or the equivalent, 
with grades of A, B, or C, are normally required 
for admission to any program. A student who 
has received exceptional results at the ordinary 
level may be considered for admission. StFX may 
award university credit for selected GCE A levels 
completed with a grade of C or better. 

Applying for the StFX Nursing Program
Application to the Bachelor of Science in Nursing
(BScN) program must be complete before 
the deadline of March 1. Please have your 
application and 1st semester Grade 12 marks
submitted by this time as all admissions decisions
for BScN will be made following the deadline.

Faculty of Arts
Bachelor of Arts—English 12 and four 
other university preparatory courses
Bachelor of Arts in Music—English 12 
and four other university preparatory 
courses
Diploma in Jazz Studies—English 12 and 
four other university preparatory courses
Bachelor of Arts in Human Kinetics—
English 12, one of (Academic Math 12, 
Chemistry 12, Biology 12, Physics 12), 
and three other university preparatory 
courses

Faculty of Science
Bachelor of Science—English 12, Pre-
Calculus Math 12, two of (Chemistry 
12, Biology 12, Physics 12), and one 
other university preparatory course
Bachelor of Science in Human Kinetics—
English 12, two of (Academic Math 12, 
Chemistry 12, Biology 12, Physics 12), 
and two other university preparatory 
courses
Bachelor of Science in Nursing—English 
12, Academic Math 12, Chemistry 12, 
Biology 12, and one other university 
preparatory course
Bachelor of Science in Human 
Nutrition—English 12, Academic Math 
12, two of (Chemistry 12, Biology 12, 
Physics 12), and one other university 
preparatory course
Diploma in Engineering—English 12, 
Pre-Calculus Math 12, Chemistry 12, 
Physics 12, and one other university 
preparatory course

Faculty of Business
Bachelor of Business Administration—
English 12, Academic Math 12, and 
three other university preparatory courses
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Questions? Contact the Admissions 
Office at 1.877.867.7839 or 
admit@stfx.ca

For more admissions information 
for students with documented 
disabilities, please contact our 
Centre for Accessible Learning at 
902.867.5349

GENERAL ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS
stfx.ca/apply/requirements

48 CHAPTER 4: COME TO STFX

APPLY TO STFX

Applying is quick and easy, and we encourage 
you to do so at first opportunity. Please contact our 
StFX Admissions Office—an entire team dedicated 
to helping you with your decisions—at any time 
should you have questions: 1.877.867.7839 or 
admit@stfx.ca.

   STEP 1: 
Complete your application online at stfx.ca/apply. 
It’s quick and easy to do.

   STEP 2: 
Send your high school transcripts by email to 
admit@stfx.ca; fax to 902.867.2329; or mail to 
StFX Admissions Office, 5005 Chapel Square, 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada, B2G 2W5

(Note: Students from Ontario are required to submit transcripts 
to StFX independently from OUAC).

APPLY TO STFX
IN TWO EASY STEPS



Financing your education is very important.
StFX has a dynamic Bursary Program offering over 
$500,000 annually in financial support. We also 
maintain an extensive external awards website and 
encourage you to check out the opportunities offered 
with these awards—visit us at stfx.ca/bursaries. Our 
university participates in government student loan 
programs with both Canada and the United States. 
StFX also offers many opportunities for students to work 
on campus, with approximately 30% of the student 
population employed by the university annually.
Any questions regarding tuition and fees call 
1.877.867.7839.
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TUITION AND GENERAL FEES

2016/17 TUITION & GENERAL FEES (in Canadian dollars)
Tuition and General Fees NS Non-NS International
 Students Students Students
Tuition  $6,343 $7,626 $7,626
Information and Technology Fee  $371  $371 $371
Facilities Renewal Fee  $180 $180 $180
Fitness and Recreational Facilities Fee $106 $106 $106
Students’ Union Fee  $186 $186 $186
Health and Dental Plan $350 $350 $915
International Student Fee - - $7,626
Total $7,536 $8,819 $17,010
Payment due September 15, 2016 $5,000 $5,000 $13,500
Balance due January 15, 2017 $2,536 $3,819 $3,510

Late Payment Fee First term: $50 if payment delayed beyond Sept.15, 2016. Second 
Term: $50 if payment delayed beyond Jan.15, 2017, interest charged at the rate of 1% 
per month (12% per annum) on overdue balances on the last day of each month.

2016/17 RESIDENCE FEES
Residence Double Rm Single/Suite
Traditional $5,455 $6,555
Riley Hall and O’Regan Hall $7,865 $8,235
Bishops Hall $5,705 $6,845
Lane $5,210 $6,245
MacIsaac Hall Double $5,455 $6,555
Mount Saint Bernard - $6,655

Students in these residences must purchase one of the following meal plans: 

10 Meals per week + $250 DCB $4,498
14 Meals per week + $300 DCB $4,910
17 Meals per week + $250 DCB $5,249
315 Block + $250 DCB $4,616
415 Block + $300 DCB $5,356
515 Block + $250 DCB $5,449

Residence and Meal Plan payment due September 15, 2016  $6,500

2016/17 APARTMENT AND SUITE STYLE RESIDENCE FEES
Apartment Style Residence and Food Service
West Street Apartments — Includes $525 DCB $6,890
Power/Somers — Includes $525 DCB $7,770

Governors Hall and Food Service
Governors Private — Includes $730 DCB $8,965
Governors Semi-Private — Includes $730 DCB $8,595

DCB, or declining balance is a debit system allowing students to purchase items at various 
cafes and coffee shops on campus. Additional blocks of DCB can be purchased in $50 
increments. Student in Apartments and Governors Hall who choose to purchase a meal 
plan are required to pay 60% of the meal cost on September 15, 2016.

lysshatch
Reppin StFX at one of the worlds seven most beautiful and natural wonders! 

Have an average of 85% or higher? If so, you’re 
GUARANTEED a scholarship at StFX.
StFX offers over $3,000,000 annually in 
scholarships and financial aid. Students who 
have an 85% average or above and provide a 
completed application form and first semester 
Grade 12 transcripts by March 1 are guaranteed 
a StFX Entrance Scholarship of at least $5,000.* 
Students are not required to complete the 
Consideration for Major Scholarships forms to 
qualify for Entrance Scholarships.

SCHOLARSHIP VALUE AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS FROM

Guaranteed Entrance—85% avg. or higher $5,000—$1,250/yr (4yrs) All Students

Guaranteed Entrance—90% avg. or higher $7,000—$1,750/yr (4 yrs)  All Students

Merit Scholarships $12,000—$3,000/yr (4 yrs) All Students 

Joan & Douglas MacMaster University Award $40,000—$10,000/yr (4 yrs) United States

President’s Scholarships $32,000—$8,000/yr (4 yrs) All Students

Chadwick-Hayes Scholarship $30,000—$7,500/yr (4 yrs) Eastern Ontario

International Baccalaureate Scholarships $28,000—$7,000/yr (4 yrs) All Students

Canadian Scholarships $24,000—$6,000/yr (4 yrs) Canada

International Scholarships $24,000—$6,000/yr (4 yrs) International

Paul Cogger Scholarship $24,000—$6,000/yr (4 yrs) Northeastern New Brunswick

Phillip W. Oland & J.P. McCarthy Scholarships $24,000—$6,000/yr (4 yrs) Canada

Benedict M. Mulroney Scholarship $20,000—$5,000/yr (4 yrs) Canada

Harrison McCain Scholarship $16,000—$4,000/yr (4 yrs) Canada

Barry O’Leary Scholarship $14,390—$7,195/yr (2 yrs) Ottawa

* For complete terms and conditions and specific criteria for each individual scholarship please refer to stfx.ca/scholarship.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
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StFX is approximately two hours’ 
drive from Stanfield International 
Airport, Halifax. Flight times to 
Halifax from major destinations 
are listed below:

Vancouver 6.5 hours
Calgary 5.5 hours
Toronto 2 hours
Ottawa 2 hours
Montreal 1.5 hours
St. John’s 2 hours 
Boston 1.5 hours
New York 2 hours

VISIT STFX

Join us for a personalized tour of StFX. And bring 
your family and friends! You can participate in a tour 
any day of the week, customized around your interests 
and needs. Meet new students, visit classrooms, labs, 
residences, dining halls, and recreational and cultural 
facilities. Spend a few hours or a full day—the choice 
is yours. 

Book online at stfx.ca/visit, call us anytime toll-free 
1.877.867.7839, or email us at visit@stfx.ca.

Let us welcome you to StFX! 
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“My passion is entrepreneurship. My 
advantage is StFX – a place where 
I live, thrive, and learn every day, 
working closely with my professors. It’s 
the supportive academic community 
that makes me feel empowered, ready to 
make my mark in business. My name is 
Cody. I am a proud Xaverian.” 

Cody Reeves 
Business Student, Ottawa, Ontario

BOOK YOUR PERSONALIZED TOUR

abeyed
Home Coming!!! loved every bit of it!!



SOME IMPORTANT DATES

OCTOBER 15TH: Applications for 
admissions are available at 
stfx.ca/apply. Early admission 
opens for students with their final 
Grade 11 transcripts.

DECEMBER 3RD: See your future! 
You are invited to take part in the 
famous StFX X-Ring ceremony taking 
place at StFX.ca.

JANUARY 31ST: Students may apply 
with their official Grade 12 mid-year 
transcripts. Students who have been 
offered early admission based on 
their final Grade 11 results should 
ensure official Grade 12 mid-year 
transcripts are received for entrance 
scholarship consideration.

FEBRUARY: Student Success Leaders 
host StFX Information Sessions across 
Canada. Check StFX.ca to find 
details for the one nearest you. 

MARCH 1ST: Students who have 
an 85% average or above and 
have submitted a completed 
application and first semester 
Grade 12 transcripts by March 1st 
are guaranteed a StFX Entrance 
Scholarship of at least $5,000! 
(average based on course 
requirements for desired program). 
March 1st is also the deadline to 
have your completed application 
submitted to be considered for the 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
program. 

MAY 15TH: Deadline for first-year 
student room guarantee! Students 
must have completed the application 
process and confirmed their intention 
to attend StFX. 
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Tweet us @stfxuniversity 
If you prefer 140 characters or less, tweet us! We’d 
love to hear from you.

Facebook.com/StFXIncomingClass 
Connect using the StFX Class of 2020 Facebook page. 
We will be posting important information, updates, 
and answering your questions as they come in.

Email admit@stfx.ca
One of our admissions team members will respond to 
you at first opportunity.

Phone 
Call toll-free 1.877.867.7839

Are you interested in learning more about your 
opportunities at StFX? How about connecting with 
current students to talk about their StFX experience? 

Reach out and connect with us. We’re here to 
answer any question you might have and to help you 
find the university experience you want.

Explore our beautiful campus
Take a virtual tour at stfx.ca/tour

CONNECT WITH US
AND OTHERS LIKE YOU.
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stfxuniversity
Find the latest photos from StFX.



HAVE QUESTIONS?

E: admit@StFX.ca
T: 1.877.867.7839

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

St. Francis Xavier University
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada

STFX.CA


